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INTO THE LION’S MOUTH 


In Race Relations 


By Robert S. Graetz 


"The Rev. Robert S. Graetz is the white pastor of a Negro congregation 
he American Lutheran Church in Montgomery, Ala., who has taken a 
rng role in a Negro boycott of the city’s bus system because of what he 
ribes as “the abusive treatment and unfair seating policy of the bus com- 
rv.” In this article, Mr. Graetz relates his experiences and calls upon Lu- 
ans for “a living demonstration that Christian love can bridge the chasm 
separates race from race and man from fellow man.”’) 


e you ever watched the lion- 
at a circus? He holds his 
ators spell-bound as he puts 
vild beasts through their paces. 
onists love to portray the lion- 
ir at work, especially in that re- 
-able feat of putting his head 
he mouth of a lion. 
im a white pastor of an almost 
‘egro Lutheran church (Trin- 
PsLC) in the deep South city of 
tgomery, Alabama. During the 
several months I have taken an 
-e role in a protest movement 
ne Negroes of Montgomery a- 
=t the abusive treatment and 
‘ir seating policy of the local 
company. (Not, however, against 
institution of segregation, as 
ry hasty observers have conclud- 


= one of the few whites who 
» dared to take a public stand 
avor of the Negroes, I have been 
led out for abusive treatment 
many of the white people, and 
praise by others. Were it not 
the protecting hand of God, 
lives of my wife, my children 
myself would likely be in grave 
ser. Truly we feel a kinship 
, the man at the circus. Our 
ds are in the lion’s mouth. 
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We are not the only ones so sit- 
uated. There are many others who 
have made, and are still making 
much bolder confessions while in 
“enemy” territory. Some of them, 
especially ministers, have been 
driven out. A few have paid the 
supreme price of their lives. Others 
have been forced to back down, for 
reasons good or bad. But we know 
that more Christian men will rise 
up to take their places and to con- 
tinue the struggle. To those who 
are now looking into the mouth of 
the lion and to those who some day 
will be, these five simple rules are 
directed. 

(1) Don’t approach the lion too 
quickly. There are several reasons 
for this. Lions startle easily. And 
they react violently to the too rapid 
approach of a stranger. We found 
this out the hard way. It was only 
last June that we arrived in Mont- 
gomery, to move into the newly- 
built parsonage of Trinity Luther- 
an church. We came with the idea 
of serving a missions congregation 
and bringing the gospel to souls 
within our reach. Scarcely five 
months had gone by, however, be- 
fore the bus protest began. Immed- 
iately we were faced with the chal- 


lenge to show concern for the physi- 
cal welfare of our people as well as 
their spiritual welfare. My answer 
was simple, as I expressed it to one 
of our church officials: “I cannot 
minister to souls alone. My people 
also have bodies. ‘Pie in the sky 
by and by’ may be a fine thing to 
look forward to. But my people 
deserve the opportunity to live a 
decent life in this world, too.” 

To the lion I was too much a 
stranger. Though I was born and 
reared in West Virginia, now I be- 
came a “Northern agitator” or a 
“Yankee carpet-bagger.” But even 
lions can be short-sighted. A Negro 
minister who has lived in Montgom- 
ery for several years spent the first 
part of his life just across the coun- 
ty line, about thirty miles away. 
He says that every time trouble 
breaks out, he is branded as an 
outside agitator. 

(2) Treat the lion gently and lov- 
ingly. This is the most difficult ap- 
proach for the lion to resist. For 
then he has no reason to be afraid 
of what you are about to do. John 
said, “There is no fear in love; but 
perfect love casteth out fear.” The 
Negroes of Montgomery have been 
conducting a real “love” campaign. 
Week after week their ministers 
proclaim, “We must love our en- 
emies. Don’t ever let them bring 
you down so low that you will hate 
them. We don’t hate anyone. We 
don’t want to harm anyone. We only 
want a settlement of our just griev- 
ances. We want what is rightfully 
ours.” 

And the white leaders of Mont- 
gomery are at a loss. They do not 
know how to meet such a cam- 
paign. If we were to take up arms, 
they could defeat us in battle. If 

(concluded on page 13) 
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News and Notes 


THE JOINT LUTHERAN CHOIR 
Sioux City, Iowa, directed by 
Pastor Frantz O. Lund, of Our 


Savior’s 

“Share Christ Today” was the theme 
of Lutheran Evangelism mission dur- 
ing the week of January 22-27, 1956 
in the Siouxland area for which pas- 
tors and laymen of some 20 odd Lu- 
theran churches had been preparing 
for many months. 

This concentrated mission program 
opened with a mass rally in the Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium in Sioux City and 
closed with another mass rally on 
Friday evening at the ‘Central High 
School Auditorium. Appropriate and 
beautiful music was provided at both 
of these rallies by a joint Lutheran 
choir of 135 voices under the spon- 
taneous direction of Rev. Frantz- 
Oluf Lund, Pastor of Our Saviour’s 
Lutheran Church, 

Perhaps some wonder about the 
purpose of such a program. The prin- 
cipal purpose of the mission, part of 
a nationwide project designated as the 
Lutheran Church’s largest campaign 
effort of the year, was to promulgate 
and to instil in every church mem- 
ber his responsibility as a witness for 
Christ. Through this program the 
church also endeavored to reactivate 
members who may have become lapse 
in their membership and also con- 
tacted the unchurched and _ invited 
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them to unite with a church of their 
choice and worship Christ. 


The great undertaking in the Sioux- 
land area was under the igeneral di- 
rection of Rev. George Housewright 
of Kansas City and Rev. Walter G. 
Schultz of Jefferson, Iowa. 

Two outside speakers were brought 
in for the rally meetings. Rev. Earl 
E. Lesher, president of the Texas- 
Louisiana synod of the United Lu- 
theran ‘Church spoke at the Sunday 
afternoon meeting while Dr. C. H. 
Ziedler of Fremont, Nebraska, presi- 
dent of the Central States Synod of 
the United Lutheran Church spoke 
on Friday evening. 

Each participating congregation car- 
ried out mission programs in. their 
respective congregations by having an 
every member visitation, prospective 
member visitation, prayer emphasis 
program and a guest missioner who 
brought the Word to members and 
friends every evening of the week. 

Rev. C. M. Videbeck, District pres- 
ident, of Atlantic, Iowa was the guest 
missioner in Our Saviour’s Lutheran 
Church. His program was varied and 
inspirational with topics of interest 
to every layman from “The Lord says: 


ligious News Service, 


of address, advertisements and all communications pertai 


Blair, Nebr. 


When CHANGE OF ADDRESS is desire 


rites to the Business Department should be i 
N give old as well as new address, - Entered dclass m: 
at the Post Office at Blair, Nebr., under Act of March 3, 1879. Fe ater eae 


ble with us.” 


The mission week ended at 
Saviour’s Lutheran with a tot 
536 people attending services a} 
votal offering of $109.17. The | 
evening attendance in all NLC ch 
es was 4,464. 


| 


One motive dominated all othe! 
this Evangelism mission and thal 
to bring men to ‘Christ—the us 
lizvers for salvation and the beli}j 
for power. We pray by the {| 
of God we may be permitted ta) 
above past failure and to mar¢d 
faith to “Spiritual Prosperity” 
goai. : 


Westby, Mont., Pastor Ejvind | 
sen. A news letter from this coi 
getion statss that red measles j 
pered the (Christmas activities, | 
Luther League had a Pocket 
ment banquet Dec. 29. The electic 
officers of the congregation res 
as follows: President, Jonas Jej 
deacons, Carl M. Jensen and Har 
Madsen; secretary, George Ne 
treasurer, Raymond Johnson. The 
gregation will celebrate its 50th 
niversary July 6-8. A book is ¥ 
prepared including many events 
pioneer times. Mr. Matt Madsen! 
given much time to this work, | 
Margaret Nissen was guest speake 
March. The church is being redec¢ 
ed. On Feb. 27th the monthly i 
Brotherhood meeting was held. 
new Brotherhood is named Luasthi 
men of E.L.C. L.F.C. and U.E.LG 
the Westby area. Mr. S. J. Tot 
of ‘Crossby, N. Dak. was guest spi 
er. During Lent the pastor exchar 
pulpits with other Lutheran pas 
for the Lenten services. 


8,000 Expected At LWF 
Plenary Sessions in 1957 

Geneva, Switzerland—Up to 6 
people are expected to attend eé 
plenary session of the Lutheran Wi 
ederation’s Assembly at Minneap 
Minn., August 15-27, 1957, accort 
to Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, execu 
secretary of the LWF. 


Back from an extended visit in 
United States and meetings with 
Assembly’s Committee on Arrai 
ments, Dr. Lund-Quist said specta 
will be permitted to attend the mo 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Much of our news is received from Re- 
and the News 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 


Subscription price: United States and Canada 
All communications that concern the Editorial 


Everything pertaining to the Youth Departmen 
rate of $2.00 per year is offered Bible classes and organiz 
a year if the congregation has The Ansgar Lutheran j 


JOHN M. JENSEN, Hadit 
321 H. 8th Street 
Spencer, Iowa 


, $3.00 per year in advance; forei countries, 
Department, news items and books to be revi ite 


t should be sent to Rev. John W. Nielsen, 316 N. 
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orials and Comments 


ASSOCIATED CHURCH PRESS MEETS AT 
TORONTO 


n this paper goes to press your editor plans to 
oronto, Canada, where the annual meeting of the 
ted Church Press is held. This Association is 
ip of some 130 Protestant Editors, who meet dur- 
week after Easter for fellowship and for “talk- 
op.” Since it may be difficult to reach Blair with 
itorial from the meeting, we decided to give our 
to our School at Blair. Dr. Morton tells us that 
hool would like to have several articles in the 
this Spring. We carried one in the last issue, 
re hope the articles will ‘be read. 


-t time we shall bring a report from Toronto. We 
, make a stop at London, Ont., and also a stop 
onhurst, N. B. 


DANA: THEN—NOW 


By Clifford T. Hanson 


a College is the child of the U. E. L. C. From its 
beginnings in 1884 it has steadily progressed from 
ding till the present time. It has faced a num- 
»f crises, but it has survived the crises and has 
ttime emerged stronger. In its periods of discourage- 
there have always been some stubborn fighters 
rwould not give up. The tenacity of these persons 
mspired us of the U. E. L. C. to continue to sup- 
sand build Dana. 


sose of us who would like to see Dana College grow 
been disheartened oftentimes because the growth 
not been as rapid as we would like. We would like 
xe Dana College with an enrollment of five hundred 
ants now. In our impatience we make comparisons 
other colleges which have grown more rapidly than 
a, and we have a tendency to conclude that we have 
d, not realizing that Dana can hardly be compared 
these other institutions. 


sing curious about the development of our college 
anned the Dana catalogs from 1902 to 1956. It is 
esting and heartening to note a gradual growth in 
size of the student body and Faculty, the develop- 
t of the curriculum, and the development from a 
nary-proseminary-normal school-academy to a four 
liberal arts college distinct from the seminary. 


believe that there are many people in our Synod 
are of the opinion that all Dana’s progress occurred 
1e past and that it has stood still for the last twenty 
s. A look at the facts will reveal that this is not the 
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case. Twenty years agothere were nineteen members on 
the Faculty. Of these only eleven had their master’s or 
doctor’s degrees. At present there are twenty-nine mem- 
bers of the Dana Faculty. Of these, twenty-five have 
their master’s or doctor’s degrees. 


In the 1935-36 school year Dana had the largest en- 
rollment in its history up to that time with 197 students. 
It was also higher that year than it was any time prior 
to 1946. The enrollment for 1955-56 is 257. Perhaps a 
more significant comparison can be made by comparing 
the enrollment from 1930 to 1940 with that from 1946 to 
1956. The average enrollment during the thirties was 
148. The average enrollment from 1946 to 1956 was 256. 
Prior to 1936 only forty-nine persons had been gradu- 
ated from Dana College with bachelor’s degrees. By 
1945, the number of graduates reached 130. From 1946 
through 1955, 154 more persons have been graduated 
so that the total number of Dana graduates now stands 
at 384. With an anticipated graduating class this spring 
of 42 the number will be increased to 426. By June of 
this year about seventy per cent of Dana four-year 
graduates will have been graduated since World War 
II. Let us not assume that Dana has been standing still 
during the last twenty years. 


During the last ten years Dana College hhas strength- 
ened itself considerably. The erection of Pioneer Me- 
morial has been a big improvement which has made 
possible many other improvements. Seven years ago 
the administrative staff was strengthened by the ad- 
dition of a new position, the Dean of the College. Con- 
ditions of faculty service have been improved by set- 
ting up a retirement program and by establishing pol- 
icies on tenure, faculty promotion, and sabbatical leave. 
A general education program was put into effect seven 
years ago which has justified itself by student achieve- 
ment in graduate record examinations. Many other 
things could be mentioned. None of these improvements 
could have been made without the willing support of 
the people of the Church. The aid which the synod has 
given to Dana College and Trinity Seminary has in- 
creased from $18,450 in 1935-36 to $83,300 in 1954-55. 


We of the U. E. L. C. were naturally disappointed 
that our college failed to get North Central accredita- 
tion last year. Though we were disappointed, it is satis- 
fying to know that we came very close. Twenty years 
earlier we would not have had a chance. In looking 
back at the history of Dana College and Trinity Sem- 
inary we can be proud of the pioneers who had the 
vision and faith to organize and establish these institu- 
tions. We can also be proud of those who have faith- 
fully fought to preserve and develop the college. But 
obviously we cannot rest on the laurels of the achieve- 
ment of those who have gone before, nor can we ex- 


(Continued on page 9) 
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ABOVE ALL THINGS, DON’T GET BITTER! 


S. L. Morgan, Sr., Wake Forest, N. C. 


One of the finest friends ’'ve known has just writ- 
ten me one of the most comforting, helpful letters of a 
lifetime. She says, “I’ve just had some of the hardest 
experiences possible, and I find it so hard not to get 
bitter.” A lovely, radiant Christian, she saw her church 
torn asunder, and the community split into hostile, crit- 
ical groups. And she said, “You have helped me great- 
ly, for evidently in all the years you haven’t let even 
such experiences make you bitter. And I know you have 
them too. And I’ve had such a battle against growing 
bitter!” She was reaching out for help against bitterness. 


The Temptation to Be Bitter 

I wrote her in painful frankness, “You can have little 
idea how hard it has been for me to avoid becoming 
bitter. ’ve seen yawning before me the black abyss into 
which I was in imminent danger of plunging and losing 
myself in a life of bitterness. In awful fear I drew back 
with a look at Him whose whole life was a temptation 
to give way to bitterness and hate at his enemy tor- 
mentors, and with a prayer to Him to snatch me from 
a fate so horrible.” 

For of all the curses one can know, the most devas- 
tating and deadly is to become incapable of loving even 
the most cantankerous persons, and to find oneself cank- 
ered by bitterness. It takes all gladness from the heart 
and all sunshine from the face, and makes life a hell. 

And who has ever gone through the provocations and 
trials, the injustices and wrongs suffered along the way, 
and hasn’t had to battle against the temptation to be- 
come bitter, and to strike out like a poisonous viper 
at the cage that confines and tortures it! Make no mis- 
take, even Jesus found this a lifelong temptation, from 
the manger to the cross and the triumphant cry on it, 
“It is finished!” He had fought the temptation to get bit- 
ter and had won, even to the cry rising out of his agony, 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do!” That victory over his temptation to be bitter was 
his sublimest victory. 


Some Victories ’'ve Seen 

Some fail, and then win. In one town where I lived 
there was a handsome, brilliant young man, auditor in 
the town’s leading store. I had noticed he never went 
to church. He was amiable and friendly, and I asked him 
once why he never went to church, not even to a men’s 
Sunday school class. He said, “T’ll tell you the story. 
Years ago I was an active, happy Christian and church- 
man. I taught a big class of men. I made addresses, 
even on big occasions. I enjoyed my religion. I married 
a lovely Christian girl, and we were happy. Then a 
child was born. We had prayed that it might grow into 
a Christian we could be proud of—maybe a minister. 
It was born a hopeless imbecile. I couldn’t take it. I 
felt God could have saved us from such a tragic sor- 
row. I got very bitter, even toward God. I lost faith 
in him and religion. I gave up all pretense of being a 
Christian. For years I haven’t been to church,” 
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But, softening, and with a wistful look and tor 
said, “But I begin to see it differently. I see agair 
God is good, and didn’t send this to punish me. I s 
it the opportunity to be a better and more useful 
than I ever could have been without this suffering 
wife and I both see it so, and accept the chast 
with all our bitterness gone. And we are rededi | 
our lives to God, resolved to use our disappointment 
sorrow to rise higher than we had dreamed.” 

Mary 

I think the finest example I’ve ever met of vi 
of love over hate, of sweetness over bitterness, 
“Mary.” I’d like to pass her story on till it beco: 
classic. She was not of my congregation. I heard 
was sick, and I dropped in to see her. With deep | 
ing she said, “I’m in great sorrow: the doctor sa 
must go away to a sanatorium—for no telling how 
and it breaks my heart to leave my dear husband) 
turned out to be a long hospitalization—for years | 
years. | 

My wife and I thought her a lovely person, and 
asked to keep in touch with her. Once or twice a } 
letters passed between us. Hers were always full 
sweet resignation and hope. Then a letter came fro 
great hospital. It said, “Tomorrow I am to have 
thirteenth operation—the removal of a lung. Please j 
for me.” 

[But long before that I had learned that her hust 
had fallen in love with another woman, and had g 
to the sanatorium and asked her for a divorce. On 
her letters told us of it. She wrote, “That indeed br 
my heart, but I consented to the divorce.” But ne 
in all the years did any letter hint the slightest sh 
of reproach or bitterness. 

A year ago I went to see her in a sanatorium. I fo 
her with a new hope of being well before long. — 
first word was, “It was 19 years ago when you drop 
in to see me about to be off for the sanatorium.” 
she told her story, I was on the point of saying a f 
thing about the husband for his divorcing her— 
and in need of all he could do for her. But she stop 
me short, saying, “I can’t bear for you to say anytl 
unkind about him; I love him just as I did many y 
ago. And all my heart went out to him in sympa 
for I felt deeply how hard the test had been for hin 

Her letters now during 20 years I count the most be 
tiful and helpful I’ve ever known for their unfai 
tone of patient resignation, of hope and courage, — 
most of all for their utter lack of hardness and bit 
ness, either toward God or the man who had bro 
her heart by casting her off in her suffering and mai 
ing another. Ms 

Such a victory over bitterness can indeed come 
anyone who will open his heart wide in a heart-to-he 
friendship with the Christ who went on loving in s 


of everything, and could not be goaded into impatie 
or bitterness. 


eapolis, Minn.—Clergymen are 
former refugees settled here 
e now receiving invitations 
ron Curtain countries to “re- 


unist propagandists have 
them in their new homes— 
changed names—and are bom- 
mx them with pleas to “return to 
fatherland and all is forgiven.” 


‘Reds also are deploring the “tor- 
tne former DP’s allegedly are 
foing in the western countries. 


of those receiving literature 
| from East Berlin but printed 
» Latvian language is the Rev. 
fs Krafts, pastor of Our Sav- 
Lutheran church in Circle 
He is a former Latvian DP. 


‘Krafts thinks “it wonderful that 
7 in this country cares what we 
our mail” but he is disturbed, 
heless, “that they should allow 
ike this to come into this won- 


country.” 


as been getting issues of a pub- 
called “About Returning 
..” Judging from its contents, 
Krafts believes that the text is 
wed in several languages for dis- 
jon to former DP’s in the free 
from all the Iron Curtain coun- 


scontents refer to Poles, Lithuan- 
and others, as well as to Latvi- 


“den of the message, Mr. Kiatts 
is that under a “decree of am- 
.’ no former DP need fear any 
hhment if he returns to his home- 
and his “loved ones.” 


s these references to families and 
ves left behind that have former 
here worried. 


jere is an inescapable tendency 
he part of these people,” Mr. 
-s said, “to wonder if the Com- 
sts might not harm their relatives 
ey themselves do not return. 


zen those who have no such fears 
upset by the propaganda and by 


letters. They bring back bitter 
ories of things they want no 
of. 


hat is more, some are alarmed 
e way the Communists seem to 
kept track of them. Even peo- 
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rch News from here and there 


ple who changed their names upon 
becoming American citizens are get- 
ting these papers, sent to the correct 
addresses.” 


Mr. Krafts, 44, was a Lutheran pas- 
tor in Latvia when the Russians first 
occupied the country in 1939. His 
church was closed. 


When ithe Germans came, he said, 
the people welcomed them as libera- 
tors. In 1944, as the Russians turned 
back the Germans, Mr. Krafts, his 
wife, two sons and a niece filled with 
the retreating German army. 


They spent five years in a DP camp 
in Germany before gaining admission 
to the United States. Mr. Krafts is 
now an American citizen. 


Theologian Sees No 
Real Revival in U.S. 


Miami, Fla—Dr. Nels F. S. Ferre 
of Nashville, Vanderbilt University 
theology professor, said in an inter- 
view here that although “there is an 
unparalleled hunger for religion” in 
the United States no real revival is 
sweeping the country. 


“We may be on the verge of a re- 
ligious revival,” he said, “but if there 
were one we wouldn’t have approxi- 
mately one person out of every ten 
destined at some time to be hospital- 
ized for mental illness, Nor would 
people spend more for tobacco, cos- 
metics, movies and other forms of en- 
tertainment than they do for religion.” 


He added that juvenile delinquency 
reflects an instability stemming mostly 
from family difficulties which could 
be solved if there were a true religious 
revival. 


Dr. Ferre said there must be a re- 
turn to a unified home life built 
around the family altar and the im- 
plications of the Christian faith must 
be put into effect in terms of social 
responsibility. 


Reports Asiatic 
Religions In Revival 


Uppsala, ‘Swedien—Asia’s “old re- 
ligions” are going through a revival 
and spreading even to Europe, the 
Rev. Ronald K. Orchard of London, a 
secretary of the International Mis- 
sionary Council, said here. 


Speaking at the Institute of Mis- 
sionary Research, he urged mission- 
aries and mission societies toi take note 
of this development. 


Mr. Orchard also called upon mis- 
sion organizations to readjust their 
methods in view of the fact that many 
governments and non-church groups 
are sponsoring large-scale social wel- 
fare programs in countries where such 
work has been a major effort of mis- 
sions. 


He indicated that in the future mis- 
sionaries should devote themselves 
chiefly to spreading Christianity and 
not permit themselves to be so tied 
up with social questions. 


Attributes Revival To 
Broadening Christian Influence 


Montreal, Que—The current reli- - 
gious revival in America springs from 
the broadening influence of the church 
in scholarship and practical affairs 
and is not a reaction to materialism 
or merely the result of evangelism, 
Dr. James A, Pike, dean of the Cathe- 
dral of St. John the Divine, New 
York, said here. 


Christianity now has a significant 
influence in~ university and intellec- 
tual circles where, 15 years ago, it 
had practically none, he said in an in- 
terview. 


The churches’ increasing interest in 
practical affairs has put them in the 
vanguard of public opinion, he said, 
so that they have begun to assume the 
leadership in thought once exercised 
exclusively by intellectuals. 


Dr. Pike was in Montreal to conduct 
Lenten noonday services at Christ 
Church Cathedral. 


He noted that practicing Christians 
in the United States have increased 
from 15 to 64 per cent of the popula- 
tion in the past 90 years, while since 
1940 the rate of growth has been three 
times that of the previous 15 years. 


Dean Pike said there are three ma- 
jor dangers inherent in the current re- 
vival. 


With a renewed interest in “per- 
sonal religion,’ he said, a tendency 
has grown up to consider God as a 
means to help a person manage life 
better, “to consider God as a sort of 
errand boy.” 


“The true God is to be adored and 
served—not used,” he said. 


The second danger is a national ex- 
tension of the first—‘‘to use God as a 
protection against Communism.” Such 
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a concept, he said, is quite widespread 
in the United States. 

The third danger, the dean said, is 
that as people express their religion 
publicly more and more, they may not 
understand that they are obligated to 
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behave in accordance with this pro- 
fession of belief. 

“If we profess to be very religious, 
we must behave as though in fact we 
are,” he said. ‘‘We must practice the 
Christian principles we preach.” 


TS 


THE LIVING WORD 


Words that Have Acquired 
Worse Meanings 


By Luther A. Weigle 


A number of words were used by 
the King James Version in a good or 
at least harmless or neutral sense, 
which now have acquired worse or 
more violent meanings. “Base” sim- 
ply meant “lowly” or ‘“humble”’—“T, 
Paul, who in presence am base among 
you” (2 Corinthians 10.1). “Vile” was 
no worse—“our vile body” (Philip- 
pians 3.21) is rendered by the Revised 
Standard Version “our lowly body”; 
and the poor man’s “vile raiment” 
(James 2.2) is “shabby clothing.” 


When we read concerning John- the 
Baptist that “the soldiers demanded 
of him, saying, And what shall we 
do?” (Luke 3.14), we get an impres- 
sion of peremptoriness that did not 
belong to the word “demand” in 1611, 
when it simply meant “ask.” “Riot” 
and “rioting” referred then to revelry 
and loose living rather than to turbu- 
lence and violence. 


“Addicted” was then employed in a 
good sense but now is generally used 
of bad habits. The KJ rendering 
“they have addicted themselves to the 
ministry of the saints” has been 
changed in RSV to read, “they have 
devoted themselves to the service of 
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NEWS AND NOTES 
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ing plenary sessions of the Assembly 
at the Municipal Auditorium in Min- 
neapolis. 


He said it would be possible for as 
many as 8,000 to attend each session. 
In addition, special events and dis- 
cussion groups for thousands visiting 
Minneapolis during the Assembly are 
planned for the afternoons and eve- 
nings, Dr. Lund-Quist reported. 


He said there would be about 700 
official participants at the Assembly, 
including 275 delegates and 150 of- 
ficial visitors from 57 member church- 
es of the LWF, as well as official vis- 
itors from non-member churches, mis- 
sions and other groups. 


the saints” (1 Corinthians 16:15). The 
word “unspeakable” tends to be ap- 
plied now to bad rather than to good 
things; the Revised Standard Version 
therefore has “Thanks be to God for 
his inexpressible gift!” (2 Corinthians 


9:15), and “rejoice with unutterable 
joy” (1 Peter 1,8). 
The word “covet” was used for 


earnest desire and zeal for the higher 
things of life, as well as for inordinate 
passion for its more material comforts 
(1 Corinthians 12:31). The word ‘con- 
venient” was applied to what is fitting 
and proper instead of to what suits 
one’s personal ease or comfort or lies 
near at hand (Ephesians 5.4). To 
“tempt” was sometimes used in the 
sense of try or test, without the pres- 
ent implication of seeking to lead in- 
to evil (Mark 12.15). 

The “barbarous” were simply peo- 
ple who did not know the Greek lan- 
guage or share in the Greek culture 
(Acts 28.2). The “feeble-minded” 
were not mentally deficient, but sim- 
ply faint- hearted (1 Thessalonians 
5.14). The “Libertines” who appear 
just once in the Bible (Acts 6.9) were 
not loose livers, but respectable freed- 
men, who had a synagogue in Jerusa- 
lem. 


Despite Efforts Catholics 
Do Not Advance In Norway 


Oslo, Norway—Roman Catholics 
have gained few if any converts a- 
mong the predominantly Lutheran 
Norwegians in spite of increased ef- 
forts in recent years, according to a 
study published here by the independ- 
ent newspaper “Morgenbladet.” 


In recent years the Roman Catho- 
lics have established two new dioceses, 
erected mew churches and increased 
the number of priests in Norway, yet 
census data indicated a drop in. Ro- 
man Catholic Norwegians from 4,905 
in 1946 to 4,753 in 1950, the report 
said, 

According to surveys covering all 
congregations of Oslo, the Roman 
Church has gained only one hundred 
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converts since 1950, the last yeani 
an official census was taken, 
genbladet’”’ went on. 


eee was eae pes as. ao iia 


for every 200 NSE paris i 
while the average number of £ 
ioners served by Lutheran milf 
of the Church of Norway e3) 
3,500. I 


In an editorial comment, the § 
tian newspaper “Vart Land” att 
ed the slow advance of Roman | 
olicism in Norway “to the fac 
Evangelical views must be coni 
ably better founded in the people 
is generally assumed,” but addec 


3,000 Lutherans 
In New Zealand 


Se et Germany—tThe nu 


ene tae during recent years ail 
reached 3,000 according to the | 


Relations here. The New Zealanc 
therans, most of whom are of G 
background, are served iby eight 
tors, the report said. 
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ur Foreign Mission Fields 


should I fear that time should ever be able to 
it the memory of this evening? Some years ago I 
e sun rise over the edge of the Arabian desert be- 
Kantara and Samson’s Gaza. Lavender deepened 
urple, and scarlet tongues of flame paled to an 
g rose, till all the rolling sands trembled beneath 
! of amber light. 

tre have been other dawns flung across the hills 
reflecting their shimmering pinks in the placid 
| of my native land in the North. And dawns peer- 
rough Spring’s feathery blossoms on the shores of 
tonka. But each memory remains a thing apart, 
iched by the passing years. They are like priceless 
son the string of my rosary and my hand can find 
still. 

mo so I know that the vision of this evening shall 
5 it shall not fade. Some dark hour my fingers shall 
at pearl, the vision will return and I shall feel 
rted and assured again that 


“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Does his successive journeys run.” 


i is the headman of a large village, a village which 
o has been an impenetrable stronghold of heath- 
. Both Santal bongas (gods) have held it unchal- 
id. But some months ago the headman told me in 
clence that he had made up his mind to become 
wiple of Jesus. He was tired of witches and bongas 
all their ilk. His son is a student in the Government 
School; together they had been studying the New 
ament. There they had seen Jesus. 
id this evening they were baptized. 
- had asked me to announce in church that the 
ism. would take place on Friday afternoon and that 
vould be welcome to his house. 


nen we arrived, the courtyard and even the street 
sont of the house were filled with people, Chris- 
- and non-Christians, Hindus and Mohammedans. 
sr a spreading peepultree my boys were encamped, 
2 forty of them who had school leave for the after- 
1. Conspicuous among them were the band-boys 
their brightly polished brass instruments and their 
mn sashes. 

vere was singing and rejoicing in every quarter 
re Christians squatted together on the ground, each 
p singing a different song, but that is the custom 
1e land and produces no discord. © 

1e crowds were then gathered as far as possible in 
courtyard. There was an empty Kali temple. The 
jen image was used as firewood to cook the rice 
the baptismal feast. And there, before the empty 
1e of the vanquished goddess, Bijai and the other 
shumens pronounced their allegiance to Christ. 
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A MEMORY 


Then we went across the street to the headman’s new 
pond, excavated last hot season and now, at the end 
of the rain, full of water. The banks of the great pond — 
were soon lined with eager spectators. The pastor and 
the elders descended into the water. There was a short, 
fervent prayer and then the band began to play Sul- 
livan’s masterpiece: 


“Onward, Christian soldiers, 
Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 
Going on before.” 


The stately headman, a Santal of the old school and 
a leader among his people, with a dignity almost royal, 
stepped down into the water and received the sacra- 
ment of baptism at the hands of one of his own country- 
men. His wife, her face one bright sweet smile, follow- 
ed him, and then their son. After them came the rest 
of the class. In all ten souls were baptized. 


The band stopped for a moment to change their music, 
but soon new waves of sound ran through the slanting 
sunlight of the late afternoon, the hymn learned in my 
Sunday School in the little prairie school house long, 
long ago: “Sowing in the morning.” 


It was then that the hills in the distance grew dim 
and I saw the people about me through a mist of tears 
that refused to retire. Through the soft strains of the 
distant music I could hear the voice of the pastor, say- 
ing, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost,” as the last member of the class stood 
in front of him. 


The sun set behind green hills, painting the few drift- 
ing clouds along the horizon with a brush dipped in the 
color pots of the world beyond. A tropical sunset is short 
and the colors soon faded. It was not their purpose to 
stay. They were there but for a moment like the palms 
of hands lifted for benediction. 


The soldiers of the Cross are marching onward in 
The Land of the Santals, and their battle-cry is still, 
“Victory to Christ.” 

During long and weary years the seed has been 
sown and now sheaves are being gathered. How I wished 
that Skrefsrud could have seen this! How his dark eyes 
would have sparkled! 

From the scenes of feasting and rejoicing, music and 
singing, we slipped away into the short gloaming and 
came home with hearts overflowing with thanks for 
the privilege He has granted us of being His ambassa- 
dors and the soldiers of His Cross. And now I have 
slipped another priceless pearl on to the strings of my 
rosary, a pearl which I know will never tarnish— 


From “In the Land of the Santals,” by M. A. Pederson. 
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What is being done for Lutheran Students at the State Colleges? 


Student Service at Penn State 


By Oswald Elbert 


“!’'m a Roman Catholic,’ began the girl. “I don’t 
exactly know where to start, but ... well... give 
me a run-down on what your church teaches.” The 
confused student and the Lutheran Campus Pastor at 
Pennsylvania State University talked for two hours. 
She was searching. He was answering her. questions. 

The Reverend Arthur L. Ruths is campus pastor at 
Penn State. In his early thirties, his smiling eyes be- 
hind glasses wins the confidence of students. He is a 
good listener, with an air of certainty and geniality 
that establishes a bond of friendship and understand- 
ing at once. He came to Penn State in 1953 as successor 
to the Rev. Edwerth E. Korte, now chaplain at Gettys- 
burg College. 

Students have problems. Sometimes it is girl-boy 
problems. Sometimes it is scholastic difficulty. At an- 
other time it may be Jane who is contemplating suicide. 
Students are often lonely in the normal large university. 
They are away from home. They find themselves in a 
new community. They have emotional problems. They 
have religious problems. 

In his periodic visits each week to the University In- 
firmary, in his regular calling in dormitories and fra- 
ternities, Pastor Ruths goes where students are. Stu- 
dents are surprised to find the pastor in the fraternity, 
or dormitory. They are surprised to learn that the 
church would seek them out. Then they start to talk. 

“Last Friday afternoon,” reported Pastor Ruths, “I 
was in the Infirmary. The nurse gave me the name of 
a student registered as having no religion. I went to 
see the fellow. Although Irvin is a Jew, he called me 
‘Pastor Ruths’ on sight. He was searching for a faith 
more adequate than the one he disowned. He inquired 
about the basic doctrines of Lutheranism. We spent 
over an hour and a half discussing Christianity and Lu- 
theran beliefs. Although he stumbled over some of the 
things I said, it was clear that he had come to accept 
Jesus Christ as the Son of God. He wants to be bap- 
tized into some church—which one, he’s not yet cer- 
tain.” 

Freshmen interviews establish contact with the pas- 
tor during the first two months of each year. Thirty- 
nine per cent of the freshmen responded this year. The 
freshman learns where the church and student center 
are located, where he can meet with other Christian 
students. Friendship is established between the pastor 
and the student. When sympathetic understanding and 
help are needed the student knows where to seek it. 

Each semester there is a class in Christian doctrine. 
One of the members a year ago was a graduate student 
in literature. His roommate was from China—a non- 
Christian. Bill began speaking with his roommate a- 
bout the Christian faith. Soon the Chinese graduate 


this, Pastor Ruths said, “He proved a willing stu 
Although at the end of the eight weeks course of | 
and. discussion he did not present himself for bay 
he certainly moved in that direction. Someone, | 
place, will be receiving him into the church.” | 

The campus pastor has a ministry to the entire | 


total enrollment of 13,000 at Pennsylvania State 
versity. He serves as advisor to the local Lutheran | 
dent Association. The association stimulates Bible S| 
prayer and worship among students, fosters in stuc 
a conscious need for Christ as Savior, wins to Chris 
unchurched, and develops a wholesome social lifel 
meaningful Christian fellowship among students! 
program is planned and implemented by the Stul 
Council, which functions much like a Church Cou 

A Lutheran Student Center was erected in 194§ 
the Central Pennsylvania Synod of the United Lut 
Church in America and the Division of Student 
ice of the National Lutheran Council. The second } 
of the center serves as parsonage for the Ruths fa 
Students drop in for informal talk. The street floor 
lower floor provide facilities for the students; a lou 
a small chapel, a meeting room for study groups. 
the pastor’s office, as well as a large meeting room 
kitchen. Besides LSAers, hosts of other students ° 
advantage of the center which the church has provi 
The center is located adjacent to Grace Luthe 
Church, which Dr. John F. Harkins has served s 
1918, and is directly across from the campus. Dr. } 
kins was originally contact pastor for the studental 
interest and concern continue unabated. 

The student program and the campus ministry 
Penn State are integrated with the life of the local 1 
ish. Dr. Harkins, Pastor Ruths, the students and_ 
members of the congregation seek to keep this funct 
ing. A student class, taught by the campus pastor, mi 
each Sunday morning in conjunction with the Sun 
Church School. In addition 130 students have ava 
themselves of “Student membership” in Grace 
theran Church. The student becomes an affiliate m 
ber who is received at a public service, but whose 
mal membership in the home congregation contin: 
This membership nurtures students during their 1 
versity years in a continuing and meaningful rela 
with the church. The large student attendance of 
to 200 is indicative of the healthy respect of congreé 
tion and students for each other. 

Last September, the first Sunday freshmen were 
campus, the Women of Grace Church served a “K 
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reakfast.”” One hundred two were in attendance. 
is very concrete way the new students were a- 
of the interest of Grace Lutheran Church in them. 


basionally Pastor Ruths preaches in Grace Lu- 
n Church. Every Sunday he is in the chancel, 
g to conduct the service. At least once each month 
LSA invites him to speak at the Sunday evening 
ng. Throughout the school year, students come to 
5 Matins each Wednesday morning. During the 
en Season more than 100 Lutheran students gather 
jis same time for a service of Holy Communion in 
e Lutheran Church. These early services are fol- 
dd by breakfast and the students leave in time to 
id eight o’clock classes. 


lree evenings a week groups of students meet in 
enter for study courses. New courses are offered 
semester. During this year three of the courses 
. with matters of worship, Christian doctrine, and 
tian ethics. Dr. Chester I. McNerney, a member 
trace Lutheran Church, and of the School of Edu- 
un of the University, taught the class in ethics. The 
ent had to be limited because registration ex- 

ed available space. 


aestions concerning the choice of a future career 
frequently discussed with Pastor Ruths. Dick, a 
‘uate student in electrical engineering, told Pastor 
4s that after a frank evaluation of his own abilities 
as sure that he should serve God as a university 
er. Jim thought he was headed for the ministry, 


EDITORIALS AND COMMENTS 
(Continued from page 3) 


that since there has been progress in the past 
e will as a matter of course be progress in the fu- 
The future progress of our college will depend 
our vision and foresight. The pioneers of the past 
to sacrifice to make Dana progress; so the present 
porters of Dana will have to sacrifice to make Dana 
‘tinue its progress. 


ter the building of Pioneer Memorial there were 
voices in the Church which suggested that now 
could settle back. Dana would not need any new 
‘dings for a long time. If this attitude characterizes 
majority of the people of our Synod, Dana will 
- continue to progress. We must continually build, 
we must continually give if Dana is going to con- 


but then became convinced his place was in medicine. 

Three graduates of Penn State are now in two Lu- 
theran theological seminaries. After graduating from 
college, one did a year of research in animal husbandry. 


_ Another, formerly a Presbyterian, graduated as a civil 


engineer, worked for some time in industry, and then 
entered the seminary. Two other former Penn State 
students are completing their work in Lutheran colleges, 
one had been in bacteriology, the other in engineering. 
They will enter seminary in the fall. 

At the present time there are more students seriously 
interested in agricultural missions than the Board of 
Foreign Missions has openings. One is a graduate stu- 
dent recently back from Japan. Before his graduation 
two years ago, (Bob gave serious thought to the ministry. 
During his time in service he corresponded with Pas- 
tor Ruths about it. Now back, working for his Master’s 
degree, he wants to give himself to missions. A second 
saw action in Korea. Two others, who want to serve in 
agricultural missions, are seniors. 

As the enrollment at Pennsylvania State University 
continues to grow, the necessity for additional personnel 
to carry out this ministry becomes increasingly clear. 
From the early beginnings under Dr. Harkins, who 
could care for the students along with his parish, the 
time has already passed when one full-time campus 
worker is enough. The Committee for Lutheran Work 
at The Pennsylvania State University is at present lay- 
ing plans to place an additional person on the staff this 
pall: 


tinue to grow. I do believe that the people who have 
faithfully supported Dana in the past will support it 
in the future. 


JAPAN NOW HAS 512,450 CHRISTIANS 


Japan had 512,450 Christians as of last March 30, ac- 
cording to a survey conducted by Christian News, a 
Tokyo weekly sponsored by Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa, 
noted Protestant evangelist. 


Of this total, the paper said, 285,022 are Protestants, 
193,724 Roman Catholics, and 33,704, Orthodox. 


There are 3,747 Christian churches in Japan, the 
paper said. Of these, 3,072 are Protestant, 575 Catholic, 
and 100, Orthodox. 

—The Messenger 
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WHAT IS THE ROLE 
OF THE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE? 


By Dr. R. E. Morton 


The founder of a well-known eastern girls’ college 
outlined the curriculum of that institution as follows: 
“the English language and its literature, other modern 
languages, the ancient classics . . . the mathematics .. . 
all the branches of natural science .. . anatomy, phys- 
iology and hygiene . .. moral science... aesthetics, 
domestic economy ... last and most important of all 
the daily, systematic reading and study of the Holy 
Scriptures as the only and all-sufficient rule of Chris- 
tian faith and practice .. .” 


The author of an article on this famous college which 
appeared in a mational magazine not so long ago wrote, 
“This curriculum, except for the last proviso, remains 
the heart of the . . . education.” 


“Except for the last proviso”! What a tragedy! The 
very heart of the curriculum has been abandoned. The 
most important objective has been discarded. The tragic 
fact is that not just this college but scores of educational 
institutions in America have abandoned the very heart 
of their original curriculum. Founded by God-fearing 
men who recognized the need of an intelligent Christian 
laity, these institutions have long ago forgotten the 
very basic truth that “the fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of wisdom.” Among these institutions can be 
named great educational institutions, great in size, great 
in influence, great in means, but with only the devel- 
opment and training of the natural man as their primary 
purpose. 


America—unique among nations, founded by Chris- 
tian men and women who quickly reared colleges to 
produce intelligent Christians capable of perpetuating a 
Christian America and the Kingdom of God—stands at 
a crossroad. A fond dream made a reality in 1945 in 
San Francisco has not brought peace to a war torn 
world. A nation that was once looked up to and re- 
spected as a world leader is rapidly losing its place of 
leadership in world affairs. America—unique among 
nations, blessed with natural resources unequaled any- 
where in the world, blessed with a man power and. pos- 
sessed of native ability to cope with almost every situ- 
ation, undefeated in any war—needs to return to her 
old ways, to those often forgotten and abandoned tenets 
of faith in God and the fear of Him in every walk of life. 
America’s youths are not all walking with their faces 
toward God, with the full light of His love shining in 
their faces. They walk too often in their own shadows. 


It is at this point that the Christian colleges of Amer- 
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John W. Nielsen, Edite 


ica can make a contribution. It is encouraging th 
fore to know that there are still many colleges in 
land where the Christian spirit prevails, where ye 
men and women who want to can learn to walk c 
with God while preparing for life. There are still r 
colleges where every attempt is made to guide the 
dents so that they will learn not only how to mal 
living but more significantly how to live as Chris 
citizens who are leaders in their profession and co: 
nity. 


Such a college is our own Dana College. Its influ 
is found almost everywhere within our church 
without. To the thousands who have studied in 
halls she has offered an education that is Christ 
tered as well as academically sound. Today, with 
another Christian college, she faces a role more 
lenging in scope than ever before. She continues to! 
fer a Christ-centered education to youth, teaching 1 
“the fear of the Lord is the beginning of rico 
a a SE 

WILL IT BE COLLEGE? 

Will it be college next fall? If so, are you careft 
making your choice? : 

There are a large number of first-rate secular colle 
and universities in our land, and from a purely ; 
demic standpoint you would not make a mistake by 
ing to any one of them. In fact, your future vocat 
might demand that you take at least a part of y 
training at such schools. But because we as Christi 
know that life is more than learning and that edu 
tion must be undergirded by faith, and because we kn 
that college contacts often determine life-long attituc 
we have established the Christian college. Here you 
men and women can receive not only a good educat 
but a better one because they are learning from th 
who have seen the spiritual implications of life and | 
associating with those who believe as they believe 
the significance of Christ. 

Because we firmly believe in the advantages of e 
cation under these circumstances, we present to : 
in this issue Dana College, the school of your chur 
In making your choice of a school, give Dana and - 
other Christian colleges real consideration. They ste 
for something important: Christ in life and in educati 

—J.W 

— Ee eae eee 

MINNESOTA DISTRICT 
LUTHER LEAGUE CONVENTION 
Luck, Wisconsin 
May 3-5 

Speakers: Pastor LeRoy Andersen, Synodical Lu 

ther League President ; 

Pastor George Robertson, Synodical Youth Di 
rector 

a 


| Dana, The Mid-Continent College 
STUDENTS WRITE--- 


freshman coeds write informally and sincerely of 
ttle things that are a part of the collegiate experience. 
oommate mentioned in the first sketch is Nina Yauch, 
ngham, Mich. 


0 beds with piers and abit et treachs stood in the 
e ee the room. The two dressers stood against one 
‘with empty drawers piled on top. The walls awaited 
‘amiliar bulletin boards. 

ha put down ieee two pele ait putes lunch em road 
ae her head about tee ee an Poona 

lala they like each other? How was she going to greet 
What would they talk about? How could they decide 
was going to take which bed and dresser? Was she 
to be cute? 

wanted to get up and at least wash her face and 
so she would be presentable. It was so nice to rest, 
iee—so nice . 

Yake up, wake up, it’s time for supper!” There stood 
moommate. “My name’s Nina. What’s yours?” 

pey went down to supper and laughed about how Nina 
‘found her sprawled out on the bed with once foot 
lling off the mattress. 

sat evening they unpacked their suitcases and talked 
_ the early hours of the morning. Each one told her 
s history. They even decided what color curtains and 
they wanted to buy. To top off everything they found 
that they both wore the same size shoe. This, of course, 
nreat for roommates. ‘ 

me next morning neither could remember who had 
rped talking first. As they walked to the administration 
nding for the freshman testing, they both knew it was 
s to be a wonderful year—a wonderful freshman 
at Dana. 

Betty Christensen, Green Bay, Wis. 


YOU LATER 


*t the beginning of the year I did not enroll at Dana, 
I planned to enroll the second semester. I did want to 
to college, and yet I wasn’t too enthusiastic. 
“bout the first of October my girl friends who were at- 
Hing Dana began working feverishly on the floats for 
-Homecoming parade. They called and asked if I wouldn't 
- to come and help also. With all those strangers there 
mas sure I’d feel out of place. As soon as I got there I 
= introduced to everyone and we all began work on a 
it, punching ‘holes and filling in with napkins. Every- 

was friendly and talkative. The next time I was on 
napus I was-met with many a “Hi, Nina.” 

began to wonder. Why were these students so friend- 
What made this group so enthusiastic and ready to go? 
"he months moved along and I attended many Dana 
ctions. Every time I was there I felt the same atmos- 
re. I began to wish January would soon come since 
ad made so many friends already. 
.t the beginning of the second semester I enrolled in 
midst of activity and excitement. For one thing, mid- 
1ester examinations had just been completed and I be- 
re everyone was a little more relaxed and yet also 
dy to go again. 
m now in the last nine weeks of the second semester 
even though everyone is diligently working on term 
ers and studying for tests, there is still that atmosphere 
friendliness and cooperation. It makes me thoroughly 
J that I came to Dana. T’ll be here again next year. 
be I’ll see you here. Nina King, Blair, Nebr. 


Nebr., secretar 


STUDENT LEADERS ‘FOR 1956- 1957—At elections held recent- 
ly the students shown above were chosen to fill the major student 
body offices for the coming school year: Darol Valder, Blair, Nebr., 
president; Gordon Christiansen, Fresno, Calif., vice-president; Ray- 
mond Pedersen, Harlan, Ia., treasurer; and Joan Coffey, Blair, 


DANA GLEE CLUB IN TV APPEARANCE—Many Luther Lea- 
guers remember last year’s Glee Club, directed by Don Olsen, 
from the program presented at the last national Luther League 
convention. Here the collegiate singers are broadcasting from 
Omaha’s KMTV. 


CAMPUS CLEANUP DAY—Sponsored by the Student Council, 
this annual spring event is a combination of work and pleasure. 
There will be a picnic at the end of the day for these volunteer 
workers: Gordon Christiansen, Fresno, Calif.; Nancy Iversen, Elk 
Horn, Ia.; Delores Petersen, Parsons, Kans.; and Nadine Walker, 


HAIL, FAIR DANA!—This year’s 
Viking cheerleaders, shown here 
in front of historic Old Main, are 
Janice Plath, Omaha, Nebr.; Edna 
Skobo, Blair, Nebr.; Gaye Schmidt, 
Blair, Nebr.; and Shirley Chandler, 
Ferndale, Calif. 


ae Ye 
EAST AND WEST MEET— 
There was talent from both 
coasts in a recent recital at 
Joslyn. Art Museum in Omaha 
when Dorothy Jensen, West- 
brook, Me., soprano, was ac- 
companied by Patricia Andersen, 


Ferndale, Calif. 
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HOUSEWIFE’S 


SPRING FEVER 


Have you ever felt real melancholy and sad? 
You want to cry. but you don’t know why. * 
You feel as though you are standing wtill and life 


is ‘passing you by. 


You feel as though you’re suspended in space 
And not at all a part of the human race. 
Your throat is dry, your voice sounds weak 
You would rather not be expected to speak. 
You’re bored and tired and downright mad. 
You're sure you will never again be glad. 
You want to escape to some secluded place 
Where every day chores you would not have to face. 
The children have never been this noisy before 
And as for your husband, well, he’s just a bore. 
You begin to reminisce about the other guy 
Who proposed to you and you wonder why you didn’t accept. 
You feel as though: life has played some monstrous prank. 
Sulphur and molasses is recommended here, 
since you’re too old to spank. 
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MASTER, IS IT I? 


Perhaps at first they talked of little 
things 

At ssupper-time that evening’ in the 
spring; 

The upper room was dim with candle- 
shine 

As Jesus sat with twelve, remember- 
ing. 


Then quietly he said, “There is one 
here 

Whose kiss will bring betrayal by and 
by.” 

They did not look at Judas curiously, 

But each man murmured, “Master, it 
ae MY 


Each one looked inward, frightened 
lest he find 
A shoddy place where he had dream- 


ed of steel. 

None placed the guilt on any other 
guest 

Who had partaken of that gracious 
meal. 


When there are hungry on my little 
street, 

When I see tears or hear a heart’s 
hurt cry 

Because some one has failed to keep 
high faith, 

May I, too, murmur, “Master, is it 
122 

—Helen Welshimer. 


—Adelyn Kirkwood. 


THE LAWSUIT THAT FAILED 


A man bought a farm. Soon after he 
met his nearest neighbor. 

“Have you bought this place?” asked 
the neighbor, 

“Yes,” 

“Well, you’ve bought a lawsuit.” 

“How is that?” 

“Well, sir, I claim your fence down 
there is ten feet on my side of -the 
line, and I am going to take the mat- 
ter to court to prove it.” 

But the newcomer said, “Oh, no, 
don’t do that. If the fence is on your 
side of the line we will just take it 
up and move it.” 

“Do you mean that?” 

“Of course I do,’ was the answer. 

“Then,” said the man, “that fence 
stays just where it is.” 

Christian brotherly love had made 
a friend. 


—Sunday School Times. 


“HE BROUGHT HIM TO JESUS” 


How simple it is to bring others to 
Christ when He is first in our lives! 
Bishop John P. Newman was brought 
to Jesus by a man saying: “My boy, 
God wants your heart.” 

Bishop Warren was brought to Je- 
sus when he was a freshman in col- 
lege by a senior asking him to take an 
afternoon walk, and then earnestly 


presenting the claim of Christ. 

Dwight L. Moody was brought t 
sus by his Sunday school teacher, 
presented Christ’s claim on hin 
a shoe store where Moody was ¢ 
ing. 

Colonel Hadly was brought to J 
by a conversation with Bishop Mc‘ 
in a railway station. 

George Whitefield won a family 
Christ by writing a message on a - 
dowpane with a diamond, in the r 
where he slept. 

It is not a method but a spirit w 
lies at the basis of successful sg 


winning. 
Why not write a new chapter 
your autobiography, headed: 


brought him to Jesus?” 


—Christian Advocat 


CONVERSATION PIECE 


As a young man, actor William | 
lette studied stenography. He was 
ing then in a boardinghouse, so he 
cided to practice his shorthand ¢ 
nings by taking down every word SE 
en in the drawing room. “Years lat 
Gillette told a friend, “I went over 
notebooks, and found that in 4 mor 
of incessant conversation, no one | 
said anything that made any differe 
to anybody.” 


The boy was playing in front o 
neighbor’s house when Mrs. Sr 
said to him: 

“Bertie, your mother is calling ye 

“Yes, ma’am, I know it,” he repli 
but with no sign of any intention 


depart. “I don’t think, though, | 
wants me very badly.” 


“But she has called you 6 or 7 tin 
already.” 


“Yes, ma’am, I know; but she has 
called me ‘Albert’ yet.” 


“Do you and your wife ever thi 
the same?” Mr. Tucker asked his ne: 
door neighbor, Mr. Alderson. He h 
been hearing so much noise comi 
from ‘the Alderson household he had 
know. 


“Oh, yes,” Mr. Alderson repli 
“Whenever I’m out late we do. x 
keeps thinking what she’ll say wh 
I get home, and so do I.” 
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THE LION’S MOUTH 
(Continued from page 1) 


were to engage in full-scale 
mic warfare, they could starve 
tto submission. But they know 
uow to respond to the regular 
ers that we send up in their 
f. The city editor of the Mont- 
ry Advertiser told me, “They 
figure you out, Bob, because 
fe a Christian.” 
| Remember that the lion will 
sore surprised than you are. It 
pe quite a shock to him to find 
renly that there is a head where 
Minner ought to be. So much 
sat he is not likely to bite im- 
sately. He will be too flabber- 
d. Much of the same reaction 
been noticed in Montgomery. 
ile scratch their heads and won- 
hat this “nigger-lovin’ white 
her” is up to. They suspect 
have said so privately that I 
be a Communist worker, or 
rganizer for the National As- 
ition for the Advancement of 
mred People, or even that the 
‘ech sent me to Montgomery to 
p racial tension. 
Ihen the sheriff picked me up 
December for hauling maids 
ork, and detained me in his 
e for questioning, he first made 
none call. His part of the con- 
sation sounded something like 
“Hello, this is 
i I’ve got a man in here 
- was hauling niggers ... Yes, 
‘this is a white man...” 
-) Remember also that the lion 
; not like to be disturbed. A lion 
creature of habits. Not his own 
‘ts, ‘but his grandfather’s and 
it-grandfather’s. The way he 
= is the only way of life. And 
in itself is not necessarily 
ng. A lion, or any other crea- 
- has the right to live his per- 
al life as he sees fit, so long as 
Joes not interfere with the right 
sthers to do the same. But the 
is not content to stop with the 
sring of his own personal life. 
; most distressing to him if an- 
sr lion does not agree with him 
wants to live his life different- 


urthermore, he is equally dis- 
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tressed when it is apparent that the 
thoughts and words of another lion 
do not agree with the established 
patterns of thinking and speaking. 
The result of such cultural thought 
control is easily recognizable in our 
own community. We know of many 
very fine men and women who have 
indicated privately that they are in 
accord with what we are doing and 
saying. They know, however, that 
if they were to make those feelings 
public, they would be likely to suf- 
fer, both economically and socially. 
Reliable reports have come to us 
which indicate that the latter-day 
Klu Klux Klan (White Citizens 
Council) has been putting pressure 
on business men, governmental 
leaders and even clergymen to take 
an open stand with them, or else. 
The reports have stated that busi- 
ness men have been threatened 
with boycotts (perhaps unofficial, 
but nonetheless effective); that poli- 
ticians would be voted out of office 
(or even impeached); and that 
clergymen would be forced to re- 
sign, by their own congregations. It 
requires more than ordinary cour- 
age for a man to stand on his con- 
victions in the face of this kind of 
overwhelming pressure. 


(5) Above all, don’t turn around 
and run. Remain where you are 
and quietly but firmly face the lion 
square in the tonsils. As long as 
you do, he will at least respect you 
for your perseverance and sincer- 
ity. But if you begin to back away 
in fear, or to run, then the lion 
knows that he has defeated you. 
And you will ‘be indeed fortunate 
to escape in one piece. A few weeks 
ago, the rumors were flying thick 
and fast. Some said that I had been 
driven out of town, in various states 
of attire. Others that we were 
voluntarily moving to a new loca- 
tion. Obviously the rumors were 
nothing more than wishful think- 
ing on the part of those who start- 
ed them. Last week we had a 
large section of our back and side 
yard plowed up for a garden. Part 
of it is already planted. We intend 
to be here to harvest not only our 
garden, but also the fields which 
our Lord had in mind when He 
said, “The harvest truly is plent- 
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eous, but the labourers are few; 
pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into his harvest.” 


“For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but|have everlasting life.” 
(John 3:16) “Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations . . .” (Matthew 
28:19) No Christian would think 
of questioning the truth of these 
statements, for they were spoken 
by our Lord. And no _ Christian 
would doubt the sincerity and ser- 
iousness of Christ’s command to His 
church, to make disciples of all na- 
tions. Yet how easy it is to send 
missionaries all over the globe and 
to overlook the large masses of peo- 
ple on our doorsteps who also need 
the gospel. 


A Lutheran congregation in Flor- 
ida takes great pride in its magnif- 
icent support of mission work in 
Africa. Yet their constitution for- 
bids Negroes from ever taking part 
in their Christian fellowship. An- 
other Lutheran congregation in Cal- 
ifornia noted that Negro families 
had moved to within a few doors 
of the church. They solved their 
“problem” by mothering a mission 
for Negroes just a few blocks a- 
way, so that there should be no 
reason for the Negro family to want 
to join the mother congregation. 


Christ said, “Judge not, that ye 
be not judged. For with what judg- 
ment ye judge, ye shall be judged.” 
We recognize that we have real 
problems in race relations in the 
South. But these problems are not 
confined to the South. It is the re- 
sponsibility of every Christian, par- 
ticularly of every Lutheran Chris- 
tian, to work in his own congrega- 
tion and in his own community 
toward finding adequate solutions 
for the problems that we face. We 
need your support. We need your 
prayers. But we also need your ex- 
ample, as a living demonstration 
that Christian love can bridge the 
chasm that separates race from race 
and man from fellow man. We are 
doing our part. Are you doing 
yours? 
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**** Reedley, Calif., in memory of Rev. A. P. Andersen for Rev. 
Paul C. Johnsen’s Mission Chapel in Chiba City, Japan: Bethany 
Luth. Church, Kerman, Calif., (the words Mr. and Mrs. are omitted 
to save space): Hans Petersen, Miss Marian Hiarry and Mrs. Carrie 
Petersen of Parlier, Calif., Lucian Boughman, Ralph Holthues, How- 
ard Zieman and Hugh Hale of Royal, Ia., H. N. Mortensen, H. C. 
Peterson, Jr., Caspar Jensen, Gus Johnson, Eleanor and Jim, Gerald 
Johnson, Viggo Hansen and Evelyn, Hans Hansen, Fred Ketscher, 
Harvey Hansen, Rev. C. I. Lund and girls, James C. Hansen, Lillian 


truthers, Calif., members of Our Savior’s Luth. Church in mem- 
Pastor and Mrs. L. H. Kjer: Chris Cragh $5, John Beck $2, 

"erkilsen $1, Aage Nielsen $2, Elmer Nielsen $1, the Jorgen- 
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tfor South American Mission. Ruskin, Nebr., Bethany Luth. Church, gift to the Church Extension 
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mrs. Keith (Miller, 
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e Third Assembly of the Luther- 
orld Federation, which meets in 
neapolis, August 16-26, 1957, pre- 
; to Lutherans of America a rare 
tunity. This is the first time the 
mmbly will be held in this country. 
Ipus committees are already busy 
ing plans and preparations. Hun- 
s of delegates and visitors will be 
-ng to Minneapolis from more than 
-y countries of the world. 
= far as possible, the ‘Speakers’ As- 
ent Committee is anxious to pro- 
speakers to congregations within 
20-mile radius of the Twin Cities. 
bhdays, August 18 and 25. Congre- 
makers will be available for the two 
rons are requested to furnish trans- 
-ation from Minneapolis. The pur- 
- of providing speakers is to give 
snger number of our Lutheran peo- 
the opportunity of hearing these 
sts, They should not serve as pulpit 
ply for pastors on vacation. The 
= pastor should be present on that 
day and proper preparation be 
He for these festive occasions. 
the committee should be informed 
the host congregation has radio 
lets. It has been made a matter 
specific policy that all speakers are 
be cleared through the Speakers’ 
ignment Committee and not with 
speakers directly. 
Tay the Assembly theme, “Christ 
es and Unites,” become the source 


and Mrs. 
Mr. and Mrs. Staniley Estes, 
$14.00 for the South American Mis- 


Arndt Kloth, Mr. 


Mr. and Mrs. Received with thanks. 


Blair, Nebr., April 7, 1956. 


H. J. Hansen, Treas. 


of great spiritual iblessings to the Lu- 
therans of the world. Kindly send re- 
quests for speakers to Pastor William 
Siegel, Chairman of Speakers’ Assign- 
ment Committee, 697 13th Avenue N. 
E., Minneapolis, Minn. 


A HARDENING PROCESS 


Present suffering is not enjoyable, 
but life would be worth little without 
it. The difference between iron and 
steel is fire, but steel is worth all it 
costs. Iron ore may think itself sense- 
lessly tortured in the furnace, but 
when the watchspring looks back it 
knows better. 

BABCOCK 
WANTED: Registered nurse in a hew 
small, licensed hospital. For partic- 
lars please write Miss Borghilde Hove, 
Supt., Roosevelt Memorial Hospital 
Culbertson, Montana. 

Located in predominantly UELC 
and ELC communities. 


al ibpey er 700 § eeres er ees> eet eS 
GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 


Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 
H. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


i 


Benefits 
for Lutherans 


through 
Life Insurance 


futheran 
Brotherhood 


mail coupon below 


J LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD | 
701 Second Ave. So., Minneapolis, Minn. 


| 
i Please send me information on how I 

| can participate in LB’s Living Benefits. | 
| | 
| ame. | 
[Address | 
I City. State i 
| | 


Union Report Available 


theran Church. 


236 pages 
Spiral bound 


$1.25 


New Titles... 


THE CROSS AND THE COMMON MAN. By Herman W. Gockel. Here is a book 
which deals with matters of deepest concern to men and women the 
world over—of ‘life, and death, and eternity, and sin, and forgiveness, and 
the power of the cross of Christ. The message of Christianity is presented 
in the style of a news feature writer, to help you understand the Chris- 
tian religion as you’ve never understood it—and get more joy out of liv- 
ing by it! $2.00 


A GOD WHO LIKES ME. By Theodore Huggenvik. The story of Martin Luther, 
and his search for “a God Who likes me” is intended for young Lutherans, 
confirmation age and up. Luther’s views are presented on the gospel, 
justification by faith, marriage, state relationships, and other pertinent 
topics. The style is keyed to young people’s taste and understanding. $1.50 


AT YOUR BEST. By Oscar C. Hanson. Nineteen thought-provoking talks on spe- 
cific problems in Christian faith and Christian living are included in this 
inspirational book. A book written in a simple, easy-to-understand lang- 
uage which will appeal both to young people and adults. $1.75 


ADVENTURES IN CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP. By R. C. Rein. Pastors, steward- 
ship leaders and teachers will welcome this practical manual, as will the 
growing number of individuals who wish to become thoroughly acquainted 
with the basic essentials and scope of Christian Stewardship. A valu- 
able aid for use in Bible Institutes, seminars, stewardship schools, Bible 

classes, and for private and family study. $1.00 


Debaters tars 


yh /| 
Pubusning House 


RSE) BLAIR, WEBRSSKA. 
Scoaq 


ALISUaa, 
AUY 


You can now secure your own copy of the complete Report of the 
Union Committee of the American Lutheran Church, The Evangelical 
theran Church, the Lutheran Free Church, and the United Evangelical} 


This report outlines the Constitution, Bylaws, Articles of Union, U1 
Testimony on Faith and Life, and Convention Resolutions of the ch 
bodies considering union at church conventions this summer. 


The structure of the proposed new church body is included. The pro 
union will affect you and your congregation. Here is an opportunity t 
cure the most complete information possible! 


Music in the Church . 


O SING UNTO THE LORD. By 
E. Horn. An excellent study wr 
to help everyone from the organis 
choirmaster to the humble wors 
understand and appreciate the — 
which they use every Sunday. P; 
Horn has splendidly fulfilled the 
spread plea for a text that would 
Church Music from the distin 
viewpoint of Lutheran worship. 
must for every worshiper. 

THE PRACTICE OF SACRED M 
By Carl Halter, The subject of chi 
music is discussed in a straigh 
ward, non-technical way for those 
lead in worship and, for lay pe 
alive to the importance of musi 
the life of the church. Talks : 
Christian worship; music in wo: 
music for weddings and funerals; 
gan registration and design; choice 
presentation of church music; pla 
the hymns and the liturgy. 
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Lutheran Publishing House 
200 South Fifth Street 
Blair, Nebraska 


Please send me the following: 


—Union Report 

—O Sing Unto The Lord 

—The Practice of Sacred Music 

—The Cross and the Common Man 

—A God Who Likes Me 

—At Your Best 

—Adventures in Christian Steward- 
ship 


I enclose $........ C\O8D ee Charge........ 
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